


Contents

  Acknowledgements vii

  Introduction 1

Part I

The Indian Ocean of Religious Practices:

Past and Present

EditEd by SErEna bindi and ElEna MucciarElli

 1.1 Goddess and Fertility in the Vedic Period: 23
	 	 Looking	for	Stratifications

– Elena Mucciarelli

	 1.2	 Can	the	Worship	of	Narasiṁha	Serve	 42
  as Converting Ceremony?

– Ewa Dębicka-Borek

	 1.3	 The	Inscriptions	of	the	Madanikās	and	 60
  Royal Propaganda

– Cristina Bignami

 1.4 Do Not Ask About Caste If You Love God,  82
	 	 You	Belong	to	God:	The	Rāmānandī	Sampradāya	
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	 	 In	Comparison	with	the	Pāli	Jātakas	and	the	Epics
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